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Revolution

Camp Commander, Irish Brigade Camp #4, Sons of the Union Veterans of
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Johannes Schwalm Historical Association, Inc
Check us out at WWW.JSHA.ORG or email PAHESSIAN @GMAIL.COM

, * 501(c) Non-Profit
g  Founded 1975
e VVolunteer Board of Directors

d * Individuals & Organizations as
Members

e Research and Publish

* A Classic Historical Organization
Structure

\ W e Focus — Hessians and their
- descendants

kL P
* Genealogy
* History
* Education

Our Ancestors were a Colonial Grievance
against King George lll listed in
The Declaration of Independence 2




Topics for Knowledge Enhancement

1. Veterans in your Attic or Basement
2. Genealogy Hints in Military Records of Ross H. Schwalm

DD214 - Next of Kin, Home of Record, Service Dates, Combat Time,
Military Awards

Initial Enlistment Contracts - Parents |dentified and Birthplace, place of
entry

?é. Moddern Service Records - Military Service Component & State National
uar

4. WW Il Military Pension Act of 1950 - Ancestry

5. Older Service Records - National Personnel Records Center

6. Draft Registration Cards - Fold3

7. CivilWar Records - NARA Washington DC and PA State Archives
8. War of 1812 - State Militia Records

9. American Revolution - State and Library of Congress Records, American
Philosophical Society (David Library of the American Revolution Collection)

10. Q& A



Veterans in your Attic or
Basement

* What do you already know? Who in your family
do you know that served?

* "Yet today | consider myself the luckiest man on
the face of the Earth® — 3 of my GGF trees had
been published.

* Get Organized - File box with a folder for each
person in your family tree. Store your “finds” in
these folders.

* Pick a Family Tree “tool” to make your lineage for
your purpose,



Do You Know Who You Come From?
~What role did they play in history?

Frederick John
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Schwalm Common Thread:
Service to Country & Community
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My Family Trees — A Matrix of Maturity

Peter Schwalm John Lebo William Wallace John P. Kessler
Thompson

Hessian French Scot Prussian

2"d Gen American 5t Gen American 15t Gen American 15t Gen American

1968 — 1976 1956 1990 Under

1977 - 2016 development

Johannes Schwalm Lebo Reunion James B. Thompson To be published

Historical developed

Association

Hessian Certificate  Sons of the Marc D. Thompson Camp Curtin
American Descendant
Revolution, Sons of Brigade

Union Veterans of
the Civil War



Pick a modeling tool

* Ancestry - World’s largest Genealogy Site, massive data base of
sources, easy to use, once you have an account, you can log in
anywhere (National Archives, many public libraries, etc)

* Ancestry.com, Inc. (ACOM) is listed and trades on the NASDAQ stock
exchange.

* FamilySearch - FamilySearch is a nonprofit organization and
website offering genealogical records, education, and software.
It is operated by the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints
and is closely connected with the church's Family History
Department. Wikipedia

* Get Organized — Scan items from your File box to add content to
your tool.

ancestry@
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1960-Living
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1837-1901
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1872-1933 ,
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= ADD RELATIVE -
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* Ross H. Schwalm’s Family Tree

Civil War » All 4 Great Grandfathers contributed
to the Union cause during the Civil War




Find a Grave photo has a Veteran Marker on the Umholtz Grave

<plancestry

Search Memories DNA

Home Trees
Children (1)
Maria "Mary” Anna
Umholtz
Your search

! Michael Hoover Umholtz Parents

B: 4 Jul 1799 in Lykens, Dauphin, Pennsylvania, USA & UNKNOWN
D: 14 Feb 1883 in Spruce Hill, Juniata, Pennsylvania, USA

B: 1835

4 UNKNOWN
&' Hannah Hollenbach B: 31 DEC 1803 in Lykens Valley, Dauphin County, PA

All Military results for Michael Hoover Umholtz

P eee 1ldof14

0" 0@

O Browse by collection

1result already in your tree > ® Activev
Broad = Exact

Michael Hoover ® B U.S, Civil War Soldier Records and Profiles, 1861- Name W H. W, Umholtz
LA @ 1865 Residence Perry County, Pennsylvania
Born:1799 @ Soldier, veteran & prisoner rolls & lists

In: lykens, dauphin, pennsy... @
Death:1883 (®)

In: spruce hill, juniata, pen... @ & Penr\sylvama. us., Yeterans Card ‘F|Ies. 1775-1916 Name Emanuel H. Umholtz
Hide 3 fields A Soldier, veteran & prisoner rolls & lists

- View

Gender: Male

Spouse(s): Hannah Hollenbach



' fOl JoinNow 2 Signin
Bl nu’u\'l ry .

Discover your military ancestors
Search over 640 million records

People, Records, Places, Dates, or Service Number... Q

Start a 7-Day Free Trial

>

United States « .* | Australia 0 Canada « * | New Zealand United Kingdom

l»

Browse Military Records by War

F k& £ & & & £ & ¥ £ £ 8

Revolutionary War of 1812 Mexican Civil War Spanish- World War | World War |l Korean War Vietnam War Recent Wars Non-military International
War American American Records 10
and Early War
Indian Wars
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O MyHeritage Questions? Contactus  English

Search military records and much more!

First and middle name(s): Last name:

Research your family history easily and instantly:
« A huge global collection of 20.8 billion historical records including 87 million military records
« 6.0 billion family tree records from 50.6 million family trees
« 2 billion pages of historical newspapers, dating back to 1803
« Millions of gravestone inscriptions and photos from around the world

« 81439 Revolutionary War service and pension records

« Union and Confederate Civil War Records

World War | and World War Il records

« Korean and Vietnam War records

Where do all these records come from?
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@ National Archives (.gov)

https://www.archives.gov » personnel-records-center

National Personnel Records Center (NPRC) @

Dec 18, 2023 — We are the central repository of personnel-related records for both the military
and civil services of the United States Government. Our mission ...

Military Personnel Records @

The National Personnel Records Center, Military Personnel ...

Check the Status of a Request @
These forms are ONLY for status updates for EXISTING requests ...

Veterans and Next-of-Kin @

Request Records Online with eVetRecs - Mail a letter or ...

Official Military Personnel Files @

National Personnel Records Center. Home > National ...

Military Awards and Decorations @

The National Personnel Records Center (NPRC) does not issue ...
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An Overview of Records at the National Archives Relating to
Military Service

Fall 2002, Vol. 34, No. 3 | Genealogy Notes
By Trevor K. Plante

https://www.archives.gov/publications/prologue/2002/fall/military-records-overview.html

The two main repositories for records relating to military service are the
National Archives and the National Personnel Records Center {NPRC). The

National Archives Building, Washington, D.C., holds records re

ating to:

Volunteer enlisted men and officers whose military service was performed
during an emergency and whose service was considered to be in the federal
interest, 1775 to 1902

Regular Army enlisted personnel, serving 1789-October 31, 1912
Regular Army officers, serving 1789-June 30, 1917

U.S. Navy enlisted personnel, serving 1798-1885

U.S. Navy officers, serving 1798-1902

U.S. Marine Corps enlisted personnel, serving 1798-1904

Some U.S. Marine Corps officers, serving 1798-1895

Those who served in predecessor agencies to the U.S. Coast Guard (i.e., the
Revenue Cutter Service [Revenue Marine], the Life-Saving Service, and the
Lighthouse Service, 1791-1919)
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A Veteran’s Military Life Cycle -

Records you should look for as an aid to Genealogy

* Register for Selective Service (The Draft) — Males
only in the US

* Before 1975
* Registration eliminated between 1975 and 1980

* 1980 to present—- 18 — 26 year old males born on or after 1
Jan 1960

* only men born between 29 March 1957, and 31 December
1959, were completely exempt from Selective Service
registration.

* Drafted — Draft card often records this
* Enlistment or entry into officer training program

* Military Service Record (OMPF) — awards, pay,
training, deployments, etc

* Discharge — Administrative or Final




Schwalm Examples of Service Entry

* John Mark Schwalm * Ross Harold Schwalm
* Entered Purdue * Entered USMC Platoon
University via Army Leaders Class in 1979

ROTC Program in 1932 . Commissioned as
* Graduated as USMC Reserve 2" LT in
Mechanical Engineer in 1981
1936 * Active duty started July
* Commissioned as 1981 to include training

Reserve Artillery Officer as an artillery officer

and joined a unitin . A
Connhecticut, mobilized Discharged from

. Reserves and became a
I[?i\) 94210 6" Armored Regular Officer in 1984
. ye\éer registered for the [d\lrea\lﬁ,?r registered for the
ratt

Ben L. Schwalm - registered and was drafted 1943

Ben E. Schwalm - registered and was drafted 1968
15



LARGIIUN:. NUI 1LY BE USsED FUK My iy AN IMPOHIARNT RECORD, ANY ALTEBAYIONY I SPADEL
IDENTIFICATION PLIRPOSES SAFEGUARD IT. AREAS RENMOER FUKM YOID

T

CERTIFICATE OF RELEASE QR DISCHARGE FROM ACTIVE DUTY

1. NAME {Last, First, Middle) ¢ DEPARTMENT, LOMPONENT AND BRANCH {
scHwALM Resstargd I LSMC-11 |
4.3 GRADE, RATE OR RANK 4.b PAY GRADE 3. DATE OF BIRTH (YYMMDY) & RCSE'RUE DBUG.. TERRM. DATE
f'ﬁ_ﬁﬁl’ {34 fyear QO ]*‘»‘w.*hﬁﬂ Cray o0
= S
7.a. PLACE QF ENTRY INTQ ACTIVE DUTY 7.6 HOME OF RECORD AT TIME OF ENTRY {7 ty and state, or complete
., dd 55 f 7’ i -
Tower City, P& - address if knownlg 4 andkill, PA
8.a. LAST DUTY ASSIGNMENT AND MAJOR COMMAND 8.0. STATION WHERE SEPARATED |
HQBN HOME HiH ARLYVA 22214 | Same as bik 8= (RUC 84008
9. COMMAND TQ WHICH TRANSFERRED 10. 5GL1 COVERAGE | |None
2T _ Amount: $ Qﬁm_
11. PRIMMEIY fl:gc:%l_;w (L;sr numéﬂ&r f!fé&: andﬁ-ﬁg{; and ;'nf}r‘ths in §12. RECORD OF smwcg vear(s} { Maonth{s) Day{s)
specialty. List additional specialty nurnbers and titles involving _ . Enters = Poro ?
periods of one or more years.) & Date Cotes (;_D This Period 85 - i}z__u_‘.. 01 -
D80~ Fisld Arillery Officer, 13yrs, 06mos b. Separation Date This Period 20081 04 30
8810~ Billet Designator, Mdyrs, 08mos [ 5= o rtan. s | kRod 18 a3 0o
d. Total Prior Active Service 03 s 18
e. Total Prior inactive Service 02 (1] 02
f. Foreign Service a0 a2 47
q. Sea Service on 0z ‘12 N
h Effective Date of Pay Grade Q? 11

13. DECORATIONS, MEDALS, BADGES, CITATIONS AND CAMPAIGN RIBRONS AWARDED OR AUTHORIZED mf* periods of service)
tderitorious Service Medal, Navy and Marine Comas Comemnendation Medal, Navy and Manne Comps Achievement Madal,

Ceombat Adction Ribben, Meritonous Unit Commandation, Natianal Delense Servics Medal, Southwest Asia Service Medal,
Sea Servica Deploymertd Ribbon, Kuwait Liberation Medal (Saudi Arabia), (cont on bl 18)

14. MILITARY EDUCATION (Course title, number of weeks, and month and year completed)
Flatoon Leaders Course Jumior Class, Oftwhs, 07/79; Platoon Leaders Course Senior Class, Dwhks, §7/20; The Basic
Course, 21wks, 11/84; Basic Field Arhillary Officer Course, 1Bwks, 07/02; Supparting Arms Coordination Course, 04/83;
Muciear Training Artillery Personnel, 0884 ,5pecial Nuclear, Qf““ant on bik 18).

15.3. MEMBER CONTRIBUTED T POST-VIETHAM FRA Yes Mo | 130 HIGH SCHDOU GRADUAIE OR ne § 16, DAYS ACCRUED LEAVE PAID

VETERAME EDUCATIONAL ASSISTANCE PRQGRAN i Too ] EQUIVALENT 16
XX " »‘:,,x

17. MEMBER WAS PROVIDED COMPLETE DENTAL EXAMINATION AND ALL APSROPRIATE DENTAL SERVICES AND TREATMENT WITHIN 50 OAYS PRIOR TO SEPARATION| %) ves | | Ho

4




17. MEMBER WAS PROVIDED COMPLETE DENTAL EXAMINATION AND ALL APPROPRIATE DENTAL SERVICES AND TREATMENT WITHIN 50 DAYS PRIOR 10 SEPARATION

ﬁ‘l vos No

18, REMARKS

{Cort from bik 137 Kuwait Liberation Medal {Kuwait), Letter of Appreciation

| {Cont from bik 14} Biclogical, Chemical Management Course, 11/84; Sealed Authentic System Course, 01/85; Nudsar
| Sabety Officer Course, D/86; MULE Operations Training Course, 0wk, 02/97; MULE Brief, 0287, WSSt Course,
03wks, 1487, BTRY Computer Operstor Courss, D2whs, DB/88; Substance Abuse Information course, Diwk, DB/BE:
Araphibious Werfare Course, 05/80; Artillery Refresher Training Course, OBwks, 0780, Enable Computer Course,
Glwks, 0V81; Teroriam Counder Aglions Coursa, 00481 Laser Systams Safety Course, 11/81; Unit Training
Management Course, 01/83; Curricudum Devaloper's Course, 0384, |

18.2. MAILING ADDRESS AFTER SEPARATION {include Zip Code)

19.0. NEAREST RELATIVE (Name and address - include Zip Coda)
Cargl M. Sedwealm (W) Same as bik 19s -

| 20. MEMBER REQUESTS COPY § 3€ SERT TO QIR. OF VET AFFAIRS ;v Y

no § 22. OFFICIAL AUTHORIZED TO SIGN {Typed name, grade, titie and

EPARATED 7

21, ATURE O MEMB_ER{E!NG"
N ¥
{3 K

4

signature)

P. A, TORINESE, CW

3, PERSO, UsMC

-

SPECIAL ADDITIONAL INFORMATION (For use by authorized agencies onfy}

23. TYPE QOF SEPARATION 24, CHARACTER OF SERVICE (include upgrades)
RETIREMENT HONORABLE

-25. SEPARATION AUTHORITY 2G. SEPARATION CODE 27. REENTRY CQD&

. MARCORSEPMAN PAR. 2003 REDS RE-00

28. NARRATIVE REASON FOR SEPARATION
OFFICER, 20YR RET

29. DATES OF YIME LOST DURING THIS PERIOD 30. M REQUESTS COPY a4
NQNE m tndials

DD Form 214, NOV 88

~; " [ =h
S/N QLO2-LF-006-5500 pravicus editions are obsalete.

MEMBER - 4

17



Draft Registration Certificate

R R e e 5 || e DESC RIPTION OF REGISTRANT
Joai REGISTRATION.CERTIFIGATE - . || f==—————— e s e
g i .This is to certify that in accordance with the % _ il Race -~ b L RS £ : COMPLEXION
{al; 34 Selective Service Proclamation of the President of the United States & : é @: _ / 7 A ;
i i a3 | & :
it o 118 ; Sallow
R s | ; |
bz NamolD. - Roosevell ScHwALM. e | & Eves e e |
) U ': (First name) ; (Middle na (laa;st name) = - - : ]
e REiNERToN E,C;.H.u L Ll-l? W £ il bl f | Dloude | Ruddy
'I " E:‘} § {No and street or R, I, D, No, 7 ity or town coun au.d Stnt.e) : £ ? Nﬂg’l‘@ — Gray Red Dark ;
:\ ;‘ E has baen duly reglstered this _-j é._ day of . o QQ;,*.C_./;‘ LR e, 4 19 Hf Cﬁ f}nental 3 Hazel Brown ¢ | Freckled
!”q'l. TE ‘ E g e - ! Al e Brown | Black | | Light brown
e e - LR e e Tt e Tl I R lartef . i ! - = ‘
i. i ?e (Signature @eg:atr&r) : ' Indian Black Gray Dark brown
..,\: } ok chlstra,r for . PUEAL A L AALT ., ; __,_ _M ,J L‘,M\,'_ & {I 4 : ' Bald ) .| Black
i (Precinct) (Ward) ° (Cibty or county) St&te) i _ F ol . /
EKeep in touch with your Local Board, 3 i} p no X
BE ALERT Notify Local Board immediately of change of address. !
CARRY THIS CARD WITH YOU AT ALL TIMES _ iy \ Other, obvious physical characteristies that will aid in ident;ﬁcatlon -------- -
: -I}- ﬂ:q =, FO)’.'m 2 . ke L 1 " = lﬁl-—l'ficﬁ % ) '_:-f.i-'--m-*i-- o fiie * T e e e S B e T

Harold Roosevelt Schwalm

Original card in personal collection of Ross Harold Schwalm




Uncle Ted’s draft card on Fold 3

Schwalm, Harold Roosevelt (1905)

WWII Draft Registration Cards

2 pages

State Headquarters
Pennsylvania

Contact Person
| Schwalm, Gertrude M -
Birth Date

1 Mar 1905 GH

e Schwalm, Harold Roosevelt

Image

19



Ted’s Draft Notice of Classification Card
10/19/1944 39 Years Old

= : il Selective Ser jee o i *—‘enalty for private use to
; ! . a3fid payment of postage, $300/

i
¢ ) o | Fi] ‘
Notice of right to appeal /5 TICE/OF7CLASS %“ ATION App. not Req. & w1l Bosrd No b g s
Apped} from classification b 4 . 4 A # 4 i e

0. ssification by - = e = 7 i ]
local board must be made M{Z—"d —--{;r’ = f&:#cé&d;{»:ﬂ:,uh__t&;{___ E N i
:.'.'athi? 1EG days after ii’;:. mails : S e {Lass name) s Sy
ing of this notice. You may, / j/’ 7. ; Ao p
fildum ~wiitten notics oF ﬂppea’;’rm Order No L S O has been clagified in Class 0.V Y —f 8 ﬁ& f
with the lijcalﬁilmarcfl,]ml vuligiﬁ (Until f S
may gb o the office of the loca]l= BEIR A AR il e m% e : Vg
board and sien appeal form on'9 (Tnsart date for Clnss T1-A W TIB only) ) HES v . ! : igi
back of Sc(l;ctive i‘.ervice Qucsﬁﬂ by [ﬂjnsﬁ-k-ﬂoﬂrd’ - h &3 { =3 e R T e
tionnaire orm 40). = L A g
. Within the same 10-day pe:/ | Board of Appedl (by vote of e to ), E| )
tiod you may file a writtesi/q [1 President. 4 - /’7 g (LocAr, Boanp DATE S7Adr Wiri Copr)
; Ay y { v I 4 P x 5
e R N I R ' &7/, 19#;«.’ WL T L ey OFFICIAL, BUS (NESS
If this is done, the time inl° (Dato of tfuiling) I (Mamber of Losal board)/ 2 3
which you may appeal is ex! The law requires ydu, subject to heavy Behalty Jor violation, to Jve this

tended to 10 days from the| notice, in-addition to your Registration Certificate (Form 2), in your personal L/
date of muailing” of a new/(| possession At all times—to exhibit it upon 'quest to authorized officials—to .
Notice of Classitication (Form surrender it, upon entering the armed forces,ito your commandding officer,

57) after such personal ap:lf DSS Form 57. (Rey, 12-10—43.)
nearancs :

{'.‘IEF_E;:\-‘a.ppeal has been takcﬁ“'l—'—““'——' Cut along this line to detach card ———————— \

and you are classified by the Board of appeal in either Class I-A, T-A-O, or{IV-F and one or more members of ™
the board of appeal dissented lfrom such classification, you may file appeal to the President with your local board
within 10 days after the mailing of notice of such classification, !

For advice, see your Governrkent appeal agent, [l

The law requires you: (ld To leep in fouch with your local board; (2) to notify it of any change of
address; (3) to notify it of any fact which might change your classifieation; (1) to comply with the
instruetions on the notice of classification part of this form. > dll <Geo 16—21524=2

b e
u,,,“l,,_.._!.s_gé-i A A

ot ;,.;t;-,;;f,{&;ff.;_ =t

[ " N —— & i e : 2\ |

IV-A Man deferred by reason of age.
11-18-42: age 45 and over | 10-05-44: age 38 and over
08-31-45: age 26 and over | |

Was working for General Electric Company in Philadelphia
when released from service due to age — IV-A = 4A on card




Image of draft card on Fold 3

Page 1; Selective Service Registration Cards, World War II: Multip... https://www.fold3.com/imagedownload.php?id=628139957&toke...
‘ —
fOldi.:Sﬁl https://www.fold3.com/image/628139957

REGISTRATION CARD—(Men born on n or after February 17, 1897 and on or before December 31, 1921)

ORDER NUMBER
L ’! Y r‘

1000 |4 g e e e Wosser- Schwmem + 1 U6 A_jh

e . 2 1 -

{Middle) {Last)

2. PLACE OF RESIDENCE (Prl.nt)

G097 Lasr 2957 [ RYAN . BRAZOS T E K4S

{Number and street) Town, township, e, Or city) (County) (State)
[THE PLACE OFf RESIDENCE (zIVEN ON THE LINE ABOYE WILL DETERMINE LOCAL BOARD
JURISDICTION; LINE 2 OF REGISTRATION CERTIFICATE WILL BE IDENTICAL)
8. MAILING ADDRESS =

6 PLACE OF BIRTH

5. AGE IN YEARS

......... o € - okl o m_-,}’._\_ﬂ"{é w
" DaTE OF BirTH Town or county)
.............. : (272 88 LRVLR A
(Exchange) (Number) 'A?iﬂ; e T {Hué' PR 52'3' 'Lla"y (Bhéor country)

7 NAME AND Anbxus oF PERSON WHO WiILL ALwaYs KNOW YOUR ADDRESS

lyecra. M. R .Sonweem. 707 *7%/&%%(

8 MPLOYER’S NAME AND Apnuag

0.
CondEar: . . (o .._g:_z___é:_c__.*zZ/ZL.--ﬁM

2o ek (o S7a 2 TR MR oL
ey i Al [ “‘"“'"""’“g‘ c%of.f;»z s asigd
E VERIFIED ABOVE ANSWERS AND THaAT TB:EY A:u: TRUE. i
s A r’ 1 T’ .-"‘. 4 & "'L
(over) K. a0 A1 . ' e mea:mnv..fu nat:: Ptk

Schwalm Family Tree, 2016 lists: Schwalm Harvey Russell 5.7.4 6-17-1898 Clara Dillon



Page 2; Selective Service Registration Cards, World War I1: Multip... https://www.fold3.com/imagedownload.php?id=628139958 &tok

e

Old§§ https://www.fold3.com/image/6281399:
____ REGISTRAR’S REPORT
LY, DESCRIPTION OF REGISTRANT
Ha rvey Schwalm s Chppeox) rpon) COMPLEXION
o | S ko
Fold 3 draft card Image whne | |2 ftad [ Ballow
EYES HAIR Sk
Negro Blue L~ | Blondo Ruddy o
Gray Red Dark
Orlental Hazel Brown |V Freckled
Grandson of Samuel e i T
Schwa I m ; Indlan Black Gray Dark brown
Bald Black
50t PA Vol. Infantry s
Re gi ment Other obvions physioal characteristics that will aid in identification... T
. A | Stan.. a1 (e fd"‘f . t{ A ;"L’;/f
Un|0n rmy J _,,..S‘ Oona (= - ‘ r/ :)'v}('.‘-l]f_ ol & %3
! I oerﬂ!inthst my answers are true; that the person registerod has read or has had
[ read to him his own answers; that I have witnessed his signature or mark and that
S eI is the F|fth all of his answers of which I have knowledge are true, except as follows:
amuel s the F -
Child of Frederick E - . e
Schwalm so all his | ---"---"-“--%--'"--‘){;.-;.—m-,; Pt o |
descendants start with i o — cuplm"“f%i;r&%'tij—‘“%:;&i“‘“""
the number 5 | s A 3
~ [Local Board No. 1 85
razos Cennty 041
5161942 om
’ (STAMP OF LOCAL-BOARD) '
Br yem B s iy of e
16—21630-1 22
e s |




Harvey Russell Schwalm
“The Paul Harvey — Rest of the Story”

5.7.4 Harvey Russell Schwalm

B 17 June, 1898 in the same farm house in Valley View as his father, by Dr. Lebo He was
named for his mother’s brother, who almost lost his wife to malaria during the Spanish
American War. He was included in the 23 June, 1900 census of Valley View as Harvey

R Schwalm, born June, 1898 in Pa., age 1, living with his parents. He was baptized as
Harsey (as recorded) Russell Schwalm, born 19 June, 1898 and baptized 14 January,

1900 in the United Methodist Church, Valley View, Pa., parents Ellsworth and Emma Schwalm.
M 11 February, 1924, the same year they met in Texas, in College Station, Brazos Co., Texas.
D 11 September, 1948 of self inflicted gun shot and was buried in Texas. His wife made
application for a headstone for him on 1 October, 1948, indicating that he enlisted on 11
December, 1913 and was discharged on 1 October, 1944 as a Staff Sergeantinthe U S
Army Texas Co. ROTC, College Station, Bryan, Texas with serial # 1407890. Death

date is indicated as 11 September, 1948, with burial in the city cemetery. Her name was
listed as Mrs. Clara J Schwalm, 907 East 29th Street, Bryan, Texas



My Dad — Ben L. Schwalm

Father died 1 Dec 1921 when he was 2

Started working at age 9 at the Nelson Ice Plant
driving an ice delivery truck

Graduated HS School in 1936

Registered for the WW |l Draft in 1940

Was working as a Beer Distributor when drafted
In Spring 1943

Dating his future wife, Gertrue Thompson, before
he was drafted. Her pen name was “Dearest”



Ben L. Schwalm - Service Record & Pay Card

2
ENLISTMENT RECORD

i ) g B ey ﬁ”??ﬁ'&if'f*;% ...............................

(Manth, da_ar. and year) r oW St:tn or count
Helght... 3., ft...6.. in. WEIl'ht‘d'lJS;flh. E}m..‘;?&'. M

Cumpinxhn.‘?‘#di? Size of gas mask...._....... Size of shoe. r:?"::=I

Mzrried or single. SNk k... OccupationSCE7rPix UribuTsr
" : EDUC IGNAL QUALIFICATIOMS
ears in:

Grammar E:hnul..g.. High School. 4. College or Universicy. 2.
MAEE Wark T SpeciRliern Tn i
Speaks *Englizh, Freash, RN,
DCCLIFATFOHAL GlUﬁLIFlCATIﬂHS

...... Beexr PisTribulpr:... ... 3 RE.00
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Schealm, Ben L,
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amount and claﬁs__r 3. __%'_"4___00 i
Pay reservation, class A~~~ §
Technician prade =
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MILITARY QUALIFICATIONS
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‘D RECORD AND REPORT OF SEPARATION
HONORABLE DISCHARGE

Y
2

A

sy
2. ARMY SERIAL NO, 3, GRADE

| 4. ARM OR BERVICK

U, COMPONENT

:

33 a2l 4o |CPL MD U
S DATE OF SEPARATION | 8. PLACE OF SFARATIOR
2O JAM 46  |GNIT B SEP CTR #45 1GMR PA
10, DATE OF BIRTH : it, PLACE OF BIRTH
: 27 MAY 18 SEE 9
ICH MPLOYMENT WILL BE SOUGHT 13. COLOR EYES |14, COLOR HAIR | 18, HEIGHT | ‘16. WEIGHT |i7. NO.DEPEND.

GREY |BROWN | 5 7

58 LBS. }

0. U.8. CITIZEN 1. CIVILIAN OCCUPATION AND NO,

. e RAUTEMAN |  7-35.100

. MARITAL BTATUS
oTiER (spacify)

A9,

j sux;t'nam:n
173 ”

MILITARY HISTORY

;l_?- pA'ra'.pI" ENLISTMENT 24, DATE OF ENYRY [WYO ACTIVE SKRVICE | ZU. PLACKE OF ENTRY INTO SERVICE

, 5 MAY 43 ALLENTOWN PA

a7, LOS“ 8.8, BOAND MO, 28, CQUNTY AND STATE 20. HOME ADDRES& AT TIME OF ENTRY INTO SERVICE
il BCMUMLXILL CO. PA| SEE 9

BPECIALTY AND NO,

ron

e ',"?"ﬁ'w“‘

81, WILITARY QUALIZICATION ANb pAte (h.e., infaniry, aviation and marksmanship badqges, ele.]

“e

- i «

¥

CA AIGNI

wﬂ PRILIPPANES GO 33 &40 WU

gmp crrx:‘;ous

”T MEDAL MERITORIOUS UNIT AW&R PHIL IFPINES LIBERATION RiBBON
S’M& AMER TH SER MEDAL AS/PAC TH SER MEDAL wfﬁ BRONZE STARSGH
u:p N Ac‘ﬂcu
3 mf IMMUNIZATION DATES ae. BERVICE OUTSIDE CONTINENTAL U.S. AND RETURN
i OTHER (apecity) DATE OF DEPARTURE DESTINATION DATE OF ARRIVAL
IRAPREATY® | 1 APR 34 WP MAY &4
38, HIGHEST GRADE HELD E? DEC }45 HISA 4 JAN }—»-L,
CPL
praple L aree pa s oF: aged due tao X - I v




42, , EnucaTion (Years)
Grmmrlalph szhooll Colleps

=i
- e

PAY DATA e e P o
Banios
45, $OLOIR nr.r.e';us 46. TRAVEL PAY| 47. TOTAL Aituu-r-.s;nm:_z;or;imgnynamc OFFICER

: = W é "
R e o e

!NSURANCE NOTICE - -;,(3'3-'*‘-:4'-,;"'%!’

: ."WHEN DUR OR Wl'ﬂ"l‘l THIRTY-ONK PAYS THBREAFTEH, INEURANCE WILL LAPSE, KAK! CHECKB OR MONEY ORDERS
IaAQUnBR OF THE U, 8. AND FORWARD TO COLLECTIONS SUBDIVISION, VETERANS ADMINISTRAT!ON. WASHINGTON 28§, D.C.

- so. EffecHve Date of Allol- sz. Date of Hext Premium Duo | 52, PREMILUM DUE _ INTENTION OF VETERAN TO

31 mat Dlmnﬂtm ﬁmomh cxﬂe 0 EACH nom'n j cgntlm, Gontines Only | Dlscontince

$

#18 B _'. fe H )

-f:az._.r_mo ELOFFIGER LType numo. gt

provious editions of : ' : '

3”@:1;1%5 for enlisted persons 2. FINAL INDORSEMENT COPY (Mﬂnd to ﬂnal mdornament page
-Honozable Diachaxqe, which - of Service Rocoxd)

be. ‘ed uﬁer recetpt of this revision. :

Dad had a wallet card copy of his Discharge that he carried to prove he was a WW Il Vet.
| was able to fillin the fire damaged information from this card. 28



Draft Registration Card from Fold 3

SERIAL NUMBER | 5 SA@8 |1 URINE N CRIRER
252k Ross__ ALUERT TJ'-'GMF.MIJI & =
“__" i {;_:J.H:Hd'fﬂ Schuyhbhits, Fhfr_ﬂrn
j?mL l%itt .--':I‘,rJn.l_.||'J';r_lw-.-J‘1 | _15:'{-_ ﬂ’r e
. aa ';{;_.Z'“,z?.:,," | "“;&
<k oy ¢ i i

l. I.I.rrill. il TEsd M

Lw

Nepgl=! o™ plied = B T B sl

i Eprowpes s %idi f“'u I'L_{. -y f -

e ':'_"..._._.,...k._...{.fu-z-ﬂ» e «é/@f’ﬁ-

|. im Thed | Usvi Vanomre faoey Laswass ARm |p|.||-1'.rr'|.|.| F =g

(=11 B

Inducted - May 25, 1943
Active Service - Jun 1, 1943 age 31
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Last of the Fighting Thompsons

Followed in the footsteps of his Civil War ancestors —
George, David, William Wallace and Robert Bruce (All from
Middleport, PA)

— David and William settled in Porter Township after the Civil War
Four older brothers born between 1896-1904

— Three that lived were all too old for WW I

Two younger brothers born in 1915 & 1918

— Charles was mentally retarded from birth

— Paul got polio as a child and was not medically qualified for
service

Ross was drafted as the only eligible one from a large family
— His nephews Ben and Ross Schwalm were Fighting Thompsons!



Mae & Ross at
Ft Bragg March ‘44

Age 30 when drafted

Initially trained as an Artilleryman
Harvested wheat in Aug & Sep in ND
278 Field Artillery Battalion became

A 240 mm gun battalion in Jan 1944 at
Ft Bragg, NC

Departed NY on July 15, 1944 on
USS Aquitania

Fighting Thompson arrived Scotland
July 22, 1944

http://www.278fabn.net/histl.html
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Ty
Form No. 1 «&fiEo-10 COMMONWEALTH OF PENNSYLVANIA AL ¢9 50
WORLD WAR II VETERANS' COMPENSATION BUREAU y

APPLICATION FOR WORLD WAR II COMPENSATION—TO BE USED BY HONORABLY

Ross A. Thom pson DISCHARGED VETERAN OR PERSON STILL IN SERVICE

P 1 R d IMPORTANT—Before Filling Out This Form Study it Carefully. Appll;ant Must Not Write
enSIOn ecor Read and Follow Instructions—Print Plainly in Ink or Use Typewriter. DO NOT n' Space Below
Use Pencil—All Signatures Must Be in Ink.

l—Nam,p,of Applicant. HLAA.,RWK.. wg Eﬁd
W o Psoy [aess A.

Batch Control Number

WWI I P M A Last First Middle or Initial iy
e n S I O n Ct 2—Address to Which CHECK and MAIL is to be Sent. LI D e
#” W C ﬁA w [) A Yé_ 7:7 Wf l? C{ TY Sc// P ,4 Actlvte Domwhc Service

Of 1 9 5 0 House No. St. R. D. P. 0. Box City or Town County State

3—Date and Place of Birth.

A
SEPTEqBER /¢ 1]/2 TowéR 1Ty Sch, ZA. Amoumb{: L2280

& Month Day Year City or Town County State

Active Forei; i
4—Name Under Which Applicant Served In World War IL tive Foreign Seryice

o A Ross A i

Last First Middle or Initial Days / $. )

/

5—Date of Beginning and Date of Ending of Each Period of Service Between December 7, 1941 Amount Due §........~
and March 2, 1946 (Both Dates Inclusive) During Which Applicant Was In DOMESTIC
SERVICE.

= 07/ Total Amt. Due $\ 35240 .
e 1 [TF3 }f{f Jodly ﬁfy e

LOtS Of A DY Blommfittd r?iff 'ff 325 R A :"""’ Vf//

rvice 0 ,x

" Date of Beginning /4 Date of Ending Computed By -“» i
s / )
G e n ea I 0 6—Date of Beginning and Date of Ending of Each Period of Service Between December 7, 1941 | Amounts o /; //
and March 2, 1946 (Both Dates Inclusive) During Which Applicant Was In FOREIGN SERVICE. (AL

eT O LY [ /Is¥ vl e %ﬁ '@/

hints from this 7,

For A. G.
Date of Beginning A Date of Ending For Aud. G. -/
re CO rd 7—Date and Place Applicant Entered Active Service. For S. T. /Z 4 h¥

_‘Jum & / /F#3 Tl f/‘, T3 WA Pr Application Disapproved

Month Day Year Place

8—Service or Serial Numbers Assigned To Applicant.

Service No’s.
/w"”ﬁ&é.-?%.‘. 2¢ /171

9—Date and Place Where Applicant Was Separated From Active Service.

~C Fo7, { /745 DESHonw GEv ﬂa;mnc Buze . /A

Month Day Year Place

’0;..{5 Apphcant Now Serving In Armed Forces On Active Duty? Yes No .0
If Answer is YES—Be Sure To Have Certificate Executed And Filed With Application—See Instruction Sheet.

11—Mark “X” Above Name To Indicate Sex And Branch of Service.

/"X X

Male Female Army Navy Marine Corps Coast Guard Other—Describe

12—Applicant’s Residence At Time of Entry Into Active Service.
ORwin S CH.

" House No. Street R. D. P. 0. Box City or Town County

13—Applicant Was Registered Under Selective Service As Follows.

AR TswER __CiTY ScH.

Draft Board No. City or Town County




Civil War Records

National Archives in Washington DC holds
Union and Confederate soldier and unit
records

State Militia unit records are held by the State

NY and PA provided the most troops to the
Union Army

PA Archives is a good source for initial entry
record cards



Thompson, Robert B Co E, 48th Regiment, Pennsylvania Infantry
Soldier's Rank In: Private — 20 Jan 1862
Soldier's Rank Out: Corporal 17 Jul 1865
Relationship — 2nd Great Uncle (Half brother of GGF William Thompson)

Item 31

Recruited in Schuylkill County, Pennsylvania

~Thompson, R, B, ~  EB~48X 1-31288 Musteredin July, 1861
Raroliled &t Wynkoop Artillerists
T 1BBaEs  au Bris = 48th PA Regiment Co. E
e LRRES Captain William Winlack Charles W.
Discharged Schnerr First Lieutenant William Cullen
HgsTat: shrolluenksly Geoplkoxien Dbexk i Thomas Bohannan Second Lieutenant
Height 5° 7 . : Ryes Grey Bl Joseph W. Fisher James May First
i Halr Aubbrn Cecup. Iaborsr Sergeant J. C. McElrath Sergeant John
Residence= Schuylkill County _ Seaward Stafford Johnson Thomas Tosh
Remarks: Re-anlinted i-i~64 af Cincinnabti, Ohio : William Trainer William Clemens David
Prad (b0 0eTpe Dabo MnERINAs Joined Company (Qver) Bl McAllister Samuel A. Beddall Samuel
= ' ' ’ * : Clemens Corporal James Brennan William
Ttem 32 Mackey James Greener William J. Morgan

Robert Penman R. B. Thompson Patrick
Rodgers George W. James Joseph Lord
James McLaughlin Musicians John Cameron
George La'ham George J. Heisler

&t Hatterass Inlet, N.C. Rella gives first hame
as Robert.

http://www.pacivilwar.com/cwpa48e.html

http://www.digitalarchives.state.pa.us/archive.asp?view=Archiveltems&ArchivelD=17&FL=T&FID=1443818&LID=1443867
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"lum Age to enlist was 20

- Robert Bruce Thompson was 19
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v Or by & € f uri-martial, or by ords

to my serving 12'.7!‘.{’?11:\' and full";ifu‘.\‘!}‘ AS & SO 100 Wi -

ment o 1 s
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orcanization named abov Roll dated

J H(" ‘]I\‘

]'(3():(*( 1 //((/(' (/,17//4 “,,"0’/1’,; 2

/
}M /20, 186 M

] Muster-out to date

(
Last paid to et <3/ , 186 3
Clothing account :
Last settled ... , 186 ;drawnsince $ 100
Due soldier $--.-..-. 100; due U.S. $ 100
Am’t for cloth’g in kind or money adv’d §.._____100
100

Due U. S. for arms, equipments, &e., $

100; due $./0.() 100

Bounty paid $

Remarks: ...... )%71
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Kessler, John P - Co D, 48th Regiment, Pennsylvania Infantry
Soldier's Rank In: Private. Soldier's Rank Out: Private. Discharged

Relationship —Great Grandfather

-

: : — 48 1 - 1216 _ _ |
Heploby Jotn -0 I 216 | Gdow, Bt o oo| e | Feu BW Tiodbop O et Wik,
onrrolled CeBim61 At Fottsville \ | cor| M | el 2, ¥ Ilrl:u.[.':1]5[: 'u..rEr:re iles
Ko | L i : : 1
1. ©-2o-61 As Pvt. At Fog. bl i B i iy A i L L
iy 4 8 e, ) lhﬂ r:n‘.lr 14k, ¥ 11 Prhddyia,
| Xi I HE ] = 1En Ll '
Di Schﬁz‘ge&- P 2 ” kiewel. La | pah ! 'I"T'I jljlil Hj_m,l IE '-'1I1|.
Age at enrellment- &1 Com;.lexion- Fair | | C | AN nmmﬂubmnfihlﬂhjnﬂrﬁj
Peight- 583" fhyes- wray Khes 1y bl 0 Skl B dekepd M 4 0
S e Farmeam ki1 H ﬁﬂ!ﬂilﬂtm1ﬁnﬂrﬂ
Hairw Brown (ceup. rarme K| oSS Wazceddgy X0 R 1R Ve wleanaeren il
nesidencew- sSchuylkill o |k, : ‘-:tlﬂ 1l 1I||-1u1r||~'rr-1l wl
nemarks: Not on 1.0, Roll, Alph, holl gives |/ 1 v “ “ - ﬂ“fiﬂf" i""*'t

Iname : Kesgsler

Enrollment File card gives details of initial service and clue as to muster out status. Also corrects name.
Mustered in at Harrisburg, PA on 9-23-1861

Source - http://www.digitalarchives.state.pa.us/archive.asp

Bates history of PA Regiments confirms initial enrollment and clue as to status in Nov 1862.
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Solving a Civil War Records Problem

Kessler, John - 48th Regiment, Pennsylvania Infantry
1890 Veterans Census confirmed rank and service
Relationship —Great Grandfather

890 Vetera edules ior Jo

Multiple Kesslers’ served in the Civil War

P | Special Schedule.—Surviving Soldiers, Sailors, and Marines, and Widows, etc, "
S D.: 2 1 LI ; Minor Civil Division: . .
e —— Born 15 Mar 1841 which matches age of 21 in Sep 1861
2 4 Nauzs o BUKVIVING BOLDIE&S, BaiLoRs, AND P Fama of Data of Daie of Leugth of
! i Mamivms, axn Wipows. Regimentor Vosssl.|  Enlistment. Dischargs. Bervies.
7| R —r purl oo 5 | B o s B ¢ 2 - Unsure when he returned to unit after time in hospital.
[ LZ/)—.:QJ Bt g4 0 Ui 22 B v 8 Dersl T2 Unk if h ded ick
O | it s 8 Lol bl el 2| | L, nknown if he was wounded or was sick.
a (77 ..;')'?'Q;m’hm R 2 D ,Z?A_’jg,‘.,é; Aﬁ Lgilz,_ 188 5 & =
@ : &N R JE Gt 25 Qv 5 W | Apparently reenlisted Aug 30, 1864
Served until Jan 24, 1866 (this explains why he was not on
muster roll when the rest of the unit mustered out. )

Lived in Williamstown, PA when a Veterans roll was taken in
1890. Was collecting a pension as “Invalid”
| Death certificate in 1919 indicated “Blind”.

“ £t 2 (2 S ’ !
Vi ' b u

Additional Research under way to confirm service, nature of hospitalization and post Civil War life.
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John Lebo
Civil War
Enlistment
Received 2 weeks
of training at
Camp Curtin and
then shipped to
Petersburg, VA

Original Document property of
Ross H. Schwalm

arrived in Petersburg
on Sep 29 1864,

Pvt Lebo was in
combat the next day
near Weldon
Railroad.

VOLUNTEER ENLISTMENT.

STATE OF TOWN OF
_//:/.;EH SRR m'-’: - AZ‘FJ,.-—_:.L#{L-.;EH

I ?j;}.,__ _\.._-. i‘{;'—- , Brorm in L::?E.&}.{_A.....tz,r’:’

brd
SR,
i the Binte ol ,-l"r.:' B y AR |"—l"--"“l—-.f; -
r

and by cecnpation @ a._":. g Y . Dy MERENY 4CHKGW LERED luu'-'u,

P E — e i A= N
N i 1+ e s i T Bt 7 AT

o e TR,

to perve as o Seldier in the Frmy of the TAnitcy States of Snecica, for
tho pericd of HiGNE TEA RS anloss eooner dischorged by propor sathoriby
Do sleo agroe to acceptsoch bonnty, poy. I'II.;’IUTIIH. wped clod L,'}IH it @i, or ey bee,
eatalilished by low for velunteera: And T, , .f.-e{i.— e 5 i
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John Lebo
Civil War
Discharge
May 30,
1865

Original Document
property of
Ross H. Schwalm.
Original Pension
records are also in
my possession.

Indicates “Paid in Full”

“his services being
no longer required”
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Questions?

* Send them to: PAHessian@gmail.com

e Call me at: (571) 330-2745
* Ross H. Schwalm — Woodbridge, VA



