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Johannes Schwalm Historical Association, Inc
Check us out at WWW.JSHA.ORG or email PAHESSIAN@GMAIL.COM

• 501(c) Non-Profit
• Founded 1975
• Volunteer Board of Directors
• Individuals & Organizations as 

Members
• Research and Publish

• A Classic Historical Organization 
Structure
• Focus – Hessians and their 

descendants
• Genealogy
• History
• Education
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Our Ancestors were a Colonial Grievance
against King George III listed in

The Declaration of Independence



Topics for Knowledge Enhancement
1. Veterans in your Attic or Basement 
2. Genealogy Hints in Military Records of Ross H. Schwalm 

DD214 - Next of Kin, Home of Record, Service Dates, Combat Time, 
Military Awards

Initial Enlistment Contracts - Parents Identified and Birthplace, place of 
entry
3. Modern Service Records - Military Service Component & State National 
Guard
4. WW II Military Pension Act of 1950 - Ancestry
5. Older Service Records - National Personnel Records Center  
6. Draft Registration Cards - Fold3
7. Civil War Records - NARA Washington DC and PA State Archives
8. War of 1812 - State Militia Records
9. American Revolution - State and Library of Congress Records, American 
Philosophical Society (David Library of the American Revolution Collection) 
10. Q& A
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Veterans in your Attic or 
Basement
• What do you already know?  Who in your family 

do you know that served? 
• "Yet today I consider myself the luckiest man on 

the face of the Earth“ – 3 of my GGF trees had 
been published.

• Get Organized – File box with a folder for each 
person in your family tree. Store your “finds” in 
these folders. 

• Pick a Family Tree “tool” to make your lineage for 
your purpose,
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Do You Know Who You Come From?
What role did they play in history?

Schwalm Common Thread:
Service to Country & Community
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Johannes
Frederick Peter John

BenRoss

Ross A. Thompson



My Family Trees – A Matrix of Maturity
John P. KesslerWilliam Wallace 

Thompson
John LeboPeter Schwalm

PrussianScotFrenchHessian

1st Gen American1st Gen American5th Gen American2nd Gen American

Under 
development

199019561968 – 1976
1977 - 2016 

To be publishedJames B. Thompson 
developed

Lebo ReunionJohannes Schwalm 
Historical 
Association

Camp Curtin 
Descendant 
Brigade

Marc D. ThompsonSons of the 
American 
Revolution, Sons of 
Union Veterans of 
the Civil War

Hessian Certificate
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Pick a modeling tool
• Ancestry – World’s largest Genealogy Site, massive data base of 

sources, easy to use, once you have an account, you can log in 
anywhere (National Archives, many public libraries, etc)
• Ancestry.com, Inc. (ACOM) is listed and trades on the NASDAQ stock 

exchange.

• FamilySearch - FamilySearch is a nonprofit organization and 
website offering genealogical records, education, and software. 
It is operated by the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints 
and is closely connected with the church's Family History 
Department. Wikipedia

• Get Organized – Scan items from your File box to add content to 
your tool.

7



Civil War
• Ross H. Schwalm’s Family Tree
• All 4 Great Grandfathers contributed 
to the Union cause during the Civil War
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Find a Grave photo has a Veteran Marker on the Umholtz Grave 

Going from ancestors in your tree to potential veterans
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Where do all these records come from?



12

The U.S. National Archives and Records Administration
1-86-NARA-NARA or 1-866-272-6272



An Overview of Records at the National Archives Relating to 
Military Service

Fall 2002, Vol. 34, No. 3 | Genealogy Notes
By Trevor K. Plante

• https://www.archives.gov/publications/prologue/2002/fall/military-records-overview.html

The two main repositories for records relating to military service are the 
National Archives and the National Personnel Records Center (NPRC).  The 
National Archives Building, Washington, D.C., holds records relating to:
• Volunteer enlisted men and officers whose military service was performed 

during an emergency and whose service was considered to be in the federal 
interest, 1775 to 1902

• Regular Army enlisted personnel, serving 1789–October 31, 1912
• Regular Army officers, serving 1789–June 30, 1917
• U.S. Navy enlisted personnel, serving 1798–1885
• U.S. Navy officers, serving 1798–1902
• U.S. Marine Corps enlisted personnel, serving 1798–1904
• Some U.S. Marine Corps officers, serving 1798–1895
• Those who served in predecessor agencies to the U.S. Coast Guard (i.e., the 

Revenue Cutter Service [Revenue Marine], the Life-Saving Service, and the 
Lighthouse Service, 1791–1919)
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A Veteran’s Military Life Cycle –
Records you should look for as an aid to Genealogy

• Register for Selective Service (The Draft) – Males 
only in the US 
• Before 1975
• Registration eliminated between 1975 and 1980
• 1980 to present – 18 – 26 year old males born on or after 1 

Jan 1960 
• only men born between 29 March 1957, and 31 December 

1959, were completely exempt from Selective Service 
registration.

• Drafted – Draft card often records this 
• Enlistment or entry into officer training program
• Military Service Record (OMPF) – awards, pay, 

training, deployments, etc
• Discharge – Administrative or Final

14Schwalm Method of getting organized



Schwalm Examples of Service Entry
• John Mark Schwalm
• Entered Purdue 

University via Army 
ROTC Program in 1932

• Graduated as 
Mechanical Engineer in 
1936

• Commissioned as 
Reserve Artillery Officer 
and joined a unit in 
Connecticut, mobilized 
in 1942 to 6th Armored 
Div

• Never registered for the 
draft

• Ross Harold Schwalm
• Entered USMC Platoon 

Leaders Class in 1979
• Commissioned as 

USMC Reserve 2nd LT in 
1981

• Active duty started July 
1981 to include training 
as an artillery officer

• Discharged from 
Reserves and became a 
Regular Officer in 1984

• Never registered for the 
draft

15

Ben L. Schwalm – registered and was drafted 1943
Ben E. Schwalm – registered and was drafted 1968



Genealogy 
Hint (GH)

GH

GH

GH
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Harold Roosevelt Schwalm

Draft Registration Certificate

Original card in personal collection of Ross Harold Schwalm
18



Uncle Ted’s draft card on Fold 3
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GH

GH



IV-A Man deferred by reason of age. 
11-18-42:  age 45 and over    10-05-44:  age 38 and over 
08-31-45:  age 26 and over    07-17-46:  age 30 and over

Ted’s Draft Notice of Classification Card
10/19/1944                 39 Years Old

Was working for General Electric Company in Philadelphia 
when released from service due to age – IV-A = 4A on card
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Image of draft card on Fold 3

21Schwalm Family Tree, 2016 lists: Schwalm Harvey Russell   5.7.4 6-17-1898   Clara Dillon

GH
GH



Harvey Schwalm
Fold 3 draft card Image
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Grandson of Samuel 
Schwalm
50th PA Vol. Infantry 
Regiment
Union Army

Samuel is the Fifth 
Child of Frederick 
Schwalm so all his 
descendants start with 
the number 5



Harvey Russell Schwalm 
“The Paul Harvey – Rest of the Story”

5.7.4 Harvey Russell Schwalm
B 17 June, 1898 in the same farm house in Valley View as his father, by Dr. Lebo He was
named for his mother’s brother, who almost lost his wife to malaria during the Spanish
American War. He was included in the 23 June, 1900 census of Valley View as Harvey
R Schwalm, born June, 1898 in Pa., age 1, living with his parents. He was baptized as
Harsey (as recorded) Russell Schwalm, born 19 June, 1898 and baptized 14 January,
1900 in the United Methodist Church, Valley View, Pa., parents Ellsworth and Emma Schwalm.
M 11 February, 1924, the same year they met in Texas, in College Station, Brazos Co., Texas.
D 11 September, 1948 of self inflicted gun shot and was buried in Texas. His wife made
application for a headstone for him on 1 October, 1948, indicating that he enlisted on 11
December, 1913 and was discharged on 1 October, 1944 as a Staff Sergeant in the U S
Army Texas Co. ROTC, College Station, Bryan, Texas with serial # 1407890. Death
date is indicated as 11 September, 1948, with burial in the city cemetery. Her name was
listed as Mrs. Clara J Schwalm, 907 East 29th Street, Bryan, Texas
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My Dad – Ben L. Schwalm

• Father died 1 Dec 1921 when he was 2
• Started working at age 9 at the Nelson Ice Plant 

driving an ice delivery truck
• Graduated HS School in 1936
• Registered for the WW II Draft in 1940
• Was working as a Beer Distributor when drafted 

in Spring 1943
• Dating his future wife, Gertrue Thompson, before 

he was drafted. Her pen name was “Dearest”
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Ben L. Schwalm - Service Record & Pay Card
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GH

GH

GH
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Jobs of increasing responsibility as promotions came.

Note repeated Articles Training and no weapon qual.

FS Matches Separation Record 

Awards

Unit Assignments
Last is 656th MCC (Sep)



27Honorable Discharge partially damaged due to fire at NPRC in Jul 1973 
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Dad had a wallet card copy of his Discharge that he carried to prove he was a WW II Vet. 
I was able to fill in the fire damaged information from this card.



Draft Registration Card from Fold 3
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Inducted - May 25, 1943 
Active Service - Jun 1, 1943 age 31 



Last of the Fighting Thompsons
• Followed in the footsteps of his Civil War ancestors –

George, David, William Wallace and Robert Bruce (All from 
Middleport, PA)
– David and William settled in Porter Township after the Civil War

• Four older brothers born between 1896–1904
– Three that lived were all too old for WW II

• Two younger brothers born in 1915 & 1918
– Charles was mentally retarded from birth
– Paul got polio as a child and was not medically qualified for 

service
• Ross was drafted as the only eligible one from a large family

– His nephews Ben and Ross Schwalm were Fighting Thompsons!
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Mae & Ross at
Ft Bragg March ‘44
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Age 30 when drafted

Initially trained as an Artilleryman

Harvested wheat in Aug & Sep in ND

278th Field Artillery Battalion became
A 240 mm gun battalion in Jan 1944 at
Ft Bragg, NC

Departed NY on July 15, 1944 on 
USS Aquitania

Fighting Thompson arrived Scotland
July 22, 1944

http://www.278fabn.net/hist1.html
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Ross A. Thompson
Pension Record

WWII Pension Act
of 1950

Lots of 
Genealogy 

hints from this 
record



Civil War Records

• National Archives in Washington DC holds 
Union and Confederate soldier and unit 
records

• State Militia unit records are held by the State
• NY and PA provided the most troops to the 

Union Army
• PA Archives is a good source for initial entry 

record cards 
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http://www.digitalarchives.state.pa.us/archive.asp?view=ArchiveItems&ArchiveID=17&FL=T&FID=1443818&LID=1443867

Recruited in Schuylkill County, Pennsylvania
Mustered in July, 1861
Wynkoop Artillerists
48th PA Regiment Co. E

Captain William Winlack Charles W. 
Schnerr First Lieutenant William Cullen 
Thomas Bohannan Second Lieutenant
Joseph W. Fisher James May First 
Sergeant J. C. McElrath Sergeant John 
Seaward Stafford Johnson Thomas Tosh 
William Trainer William Clemens David 
McAllister Samuel A. Beddall Samuel 
Clemens Corporal James Brennan William 
Mackey James Greener William J. Morgan 
Robert Penman R. B. Thompson Patrick 
Rodgers George W. James Joseph Lord 
James McLaughlin Musicians John Cameron 
George La'ham George J. Heisler

http://www.pacivilwar.com/cwpa48e.html

Thompson, Robert B Co E, 48th Regiment, Pennsylvania Infantry
Soldier's Rank In: Private – 20 Jan 1862 
Soldier's Rank Out: Corporal 17 Jul 1865

Relationship – 2nd Great Uncle (Half brother of GGF William Thompson)  



Minimum Age to enlist was 20
Robert Bruce Thompson was 19
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Minimum Age to enlist was 20
Robert Bruce Thompson was 19



Solution – Get his mother’s approval 
the day after he enlisted
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Kessler, John P - Co D,  48th Regiment, Pennsylvania Infantry
Soldier's Rank In: Private. Soldier's Rank Out: Private. Discharged

Relationship –Great Grandfather 

Enrollment File card gives details of initial service and clue as to muster out status. Also corrects name.
Mustered in at Harrisburg, PA on 9-23-1861

Source - http://www.digitalarchives.state.pa.us/archive.asp

Bates history of PA Regiments confirms initial enrollment and clue as to status in Nov 1862.  
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Kessler, John - 48th Regiment, Pennsylvania Infantry
1890 Veterans Census confirmed rank and service
Relationship –Great Grandfather 

Multiple Kesslers’ served in the Civil War

Born 15 Mar 1841 which matches age of 21 in Sep 1861

Unsure when he returned to unit after time in hospital.
Unknown if he was wounded or was sick. 

Apparently reenlisted Aug 30, 1864

Served until Jan 24, 1866 (this explains why he was not on 
muster roll when the rest of the unit mustered out. )

Lived in Williamstown, PA when a Veterans roll was taken in 
1890.  Was collecting a pension as “Invalid”
Death certificate in 1919 indicated “Blind”.  

Additional Research under way to confirm service, nature of hospitalization and post Civil War life.

Solving a Civil War Records Problem 



John Lebo
Civil War

Enlistment
Received 2 weeks 

of training at 
Camp Curtin and 
then shipped to 
Petersburg, VA

Original Document property of
Ross H. Schwalm
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arrived in Petersburg 
on Sep 29 1864, 
Pvt Lebo was in 
combat the next day 
near Weldon 
Railroad. 



John Lebo
Civil War
Discharge
May 30, 

1865

Original Document 
property of

Ross H. Schwalm.
Original Pension 

records are also in 
my possession.
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“his services being 
no longer required”

Indicates “Paid in Full”



Questions?

• Send them to: PAHessian@gmail.com
• Call me at: (571) 330-2745
• Ross H. Schwalm – Woodbridge, VA
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